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Elections Coming


All board positions are up for re-election


Sunday


 December 7th


7pm at the 


Alano Club West


If you are a member please come and vote.


Absentee ballots are also available.








Dear Members, 





Once again we are coming into another "Holiday Season". We all know that these times are supposed to be good times for all but often are met with the reality of some pretty harsh realities for some of us. I remember the first few holidays when I first was sober. The club, the meetings, the people, and the events around the club made it much easier for me to deal with a new way of life that I had not yet gotten used to, nor had I become stable and free. Lord knows it takes just as much effort now as it did then – my Higher Power, the program of recovery as it is described in the book, service to others, and cleaning up the wreckage of my past as I continue along this happy road.  





We are all so blessed to have any kind of opportunity to get sober and stay sober. We are also blessed to be the ones to reach out to those still suffering, often times, those in pain are not just the newcomer but some of us who have been around for a while. We all know that we don't do this thing alone. Being alone is one of the symptoms of isolation that we practiced when we were so sick. On a good day, we realize this and practice some opposite behavior that will enable us to fulfill our purpose—“to be of maximum service to God and to the people about us”! (Alcoholics Anonymous p.77).





There are never too few opportunities to be of service to one another. Some of us do well listening, sponsoring, running meetings, reading the book to each other, picking someone up for a meeting, picking up after a meeting, making sure that we're leaving the club in better shape than we found it-the list could go on and on. We are all so blessed to be here and to be sober, however, probably none of us thought that when we first got here. Let's all reach out to the newcomer and to one another as we head into this season and make it one of GREATNESS!  Build some life long memories for others and for yourself. Be there to show someone the light down the dark hallway. Lift up someone who does not yet believe or has lost hope. Look around for an opportunity to "be of service".





     There are many opportunities to be of service to our club soon. Look on the website as we are preparing for another election for board members. There are also committees that you can join to help run the club. We need the help of some more "trusted servants". If you want to know more about these opportunities, contact one of the board members to guide you in the right direction. Just don't let the chance go by because my experience has shown me that THE REWARD IS FAR GREATER THAN THE EFFORT!!!





Have a wonderful season of love, fellowship, and purpose!!    


                                                                                          God Bless, 


                                                                                                      Steve M.





Board of Directors
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The Cornerstone Group is a non-profit organization made up of men and women who volunteer their time and skills to ensure there are AA meetings for all - not only for those whom we call "newcomers", but also for any alcoholic in need. No matter the length of sobriety, we all need meetings made available to us. 





Of course, the meetings are not possible without the support and service of others, so please, if you are interested in getting into service or would just like to know more about CSG please do not hesitate to contact Keith W. at (408) 386 4659.





Our steering committee meetings are held bi-monthly on the second and fourth Monday of every month at 7:05pm. The next steering committee meeting will be December 8th. We welcome you all to bring your experience, suggestions, and fellowship to enhance our group.





Thank you for your support and to all those currently serving.  Keep up the good work!. A note to all current CSG secretaries: Please watch for the secretary workshop coming in the month of December. 





Become a Member!





Complete an application located on the website at alanoclubwest.org.





Turn in the application and your dues to Brian L. or drop it in the slot in the door to ACW’s office.





If you are already a member, please remember to pay your dues!








� HYPERLINK "http://www.bigbookplanet.org/files/upload11/articles/CCCarson/mystery_house.jpg" \o "Winchester Mystery House - San Jose, California" ��I first met Dan Dan either on the day he was released from prison or the day after. He showed up at the old Alano Club West at 1139 Minnesota Ave. in San Jose seventeen or eighteen years ago. A friend whom we all called “Hollywood” and I were standing in the hallway and this thin, somber, clean-shaven man walked up and introduced himself. He said matter-of-factly, “Hi, I’m Dan Dan, I just got released from prison, I live here in Willow Glen and I’m going to start coming to meetings here.” Hollywood and I said in unison, “Welcome home,” and I wrapped my arms around him and gave him a big hug. 





Judging by his reaction, the hug was really unexpected. He was, after all, just released from prison and that may have been his first hug from a man in quite some time. Maybe it was his first ever. Anyway, for years after that when he told his story he would say that when I hugged him it was the first time he'd farted in eight years. 


 


Hollywood, coincigodly, was a meeting secretary and asked Dan Dan to chair his meeting. The meeting was either that night or the next and Dan Dan showed up early to chair his first meeting on the outside. I’m sure he’d had plenty of opportunities to speak in prison and the work camps where he’d started A.A. meetings in Nevada, but this was on the outside. Anybody who was in the room for that meeting can tell you it was an unforgettable, amazing experience. Sometimes one can feel God’s love coursing through one’s veins.; sometimes one gets goose bumps;  sometimes one just feels as though a building, place or room is just awash in His power. During that meeting I felt all of those things.





 Dan Dan apologized for being a little nervous and started to tell his story. There was talk of his childhood, his time in the Navy and his work as a carpet layer. He talked of working hard, playing hard and drinking hard. He talked about failed marriages and naming kids from different marriages after him. 





 





 











Alano Club West is a non-profit organization and it has been living up to that status by operating these last twelve months at around a break even financial status.  Since relocating to Dell Avenue, ACW has been able to satisfy its expenses, the largest of which is rent, and to pay off substantial bills associated with the closeout of the Minnesota Avenue property. 





The club has been able to support its mission with income sources that include: interest income, meeting rent, charitable contributions and membership dues.  The foundation of ACW’s financial program is to maximize these income sources and to minimize expenses.  ACW Financial Reports are posted in the club office each month in accordance with the bylaws.





The ACW will continue to move in a direction that will ensure its financial security by increasing meeting attendance and membership.  Anyone who wishes to support the club by assisting in these efforts is asked to please see any board member to help volunteer.





Dan Dan Remembered





By Chris C.
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 Welcome to Cornerstone





By Keith W.


�








SINGLES	~ Monthly $15	 ~ Bi Annually $75		~ Annually $135	~ Lifetime $1200











COUPLES   ~  Monthly  $24	~ Bi Annually  $120   	~ Annually $225   	  ~ Lifetime $2200








�
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Dan Dan recounted several run-ins with the law and then his voice started to quaver. He began to tell the story of how he learned just how serious the disease of alcoholism can be. He talked about coming out of a blackout lying on a highway just long enough to see two body bags on the road – one much smaller than the other. He remembered waking up in the hospital and being told what had happened. He had crossed the center line and had a head-on collision with another vehicle and that two people had died, a father and young son. 





It was a topic/discussion meeting but, Dan Dan spoke for over an hour. Normally, there would have been at least one person hissing under their breath, “What is this, a speaker meeting?” Not that night. You could have heard a pin drop had it not been for Dan Dan’s anguished voice. It can only be described as a meeting level 5th step. We finished the meeting fifteen minutes late with the Lord’s Prayer and I left that meeting feeling as though I had just been lifted to a new understanding of recovery. I was amazed at the level of courage that I had just witnessed. The day that Dan Dan woke up in the hospital was his sobriety date. I’m not sure of the year, but the date was May 28th. My wife and Dan Dan shared that sobriety day. And I know that for many years Dan Dan visited the graves of the man and his son on that date.





A few years ago Dan Dan started going to a car show on Memorial Day weekends. He had talked with somebody about forgiveness and inquired as to whether another man thought that God had forgiven Dan Dan. The man told Dan Dan that God had forgiven him. Then he asked, “When do you think you will forgive yourself?” I think over the past few years Dan Dan continued to make progress on the self-forgiveness. 





Dan Dan also continued to tell his story and without fail there was always someone in the meeting who was getting an attendance slip signed. He’d have them all laughing about his exploits and draw them in with his humor, then he’d talk about those body bags.


 


We love you Dan Dan, rest in peace.





Money Matters - An Update from the CFO





By Dan B.
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